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In a major boost to India – Africa relations, the Union Cabinet of India chaired by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 21st March, 2018, approved opening of new In-

dian Missions in 18 African countries. It was decided that these Missions will be 

opened over a four year period between 2018 and 2021. This decision was taken 

to enhance India’s diplomatic outreach in the African continent and allow India 

to engage with Indian diaspora in African countries.  Eswatini was part of this list of 

18 African countries. 

On April 9-10, 2018, the Hon’ble President of India made the first ever State Visit to 

the Kingdom of Eswatini on the invitation of His Majesty King Mswati III. He was ac-

companied by the First Lady, a Minister of State from Gujarat and some members 

of Parliament and senior officials of the Ministry of External Affairs. 

One of the commitments made during the visit by the President of India and duly 

recorded in the Joint Communique issued at the end of the visit has been fulfilled 

with the establishment of the first resident High Commission of India in Mbabane 

which came into existence on 13th August, 2019 on assumption of charge by Ms 

Radha Venkataraman of the post of  the High Commissioner of India to the King-

dom of Eswatini. 

The Office of the  High Commission is situated in the UN House, 5th Floor, Somhlolo 

Street, Mbabane.   The High Commission can be contacted on Telephone Number 

(+268) 2410 1621 or on Mobile Number (+268) 7806 8169 and can be accessed 

at :    

  

  

@hcimbabane 

@EswatiniIn 
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This eBook highlights the journey of the High Commission in its Maiden year  in 

Eswatini and brings out how its  hand in hand work with the Kingdom has impacted 

the lives of Emaswati  in their efforts towards attaining First world status as per the Vi-

sion 2022 of His Majesty King Mswati the III. 

The establishment of the Resident High Commission of India in Mbabane has seen 

the relationship between the two countries  bearing more  fruits since its inception 

and promises to keep flourishing.  It hasn’t been all smooth sailing but the Mission 

has always been able to come up tops. Upon arrival in the 1st month, the High 

Commissioner : 

 Hoisted the flag  on 15th August 2019 at the residence of the Hony Consul  of In-

dia in  Mbabane Mrs Mona Ashraff.  

 Presented  copy of  her credentials to the Foreign Affairs Minister, Mrs Thuli 

Dladla 

 Visited  Royal Science & Technology Park which was built with Indian Line Of 

Credit 

 Organized 8 Emaswati to leave for India on full Govt. of India ITEC scholarships 

Just to mention but a few….. 





From attending the Annual Reed Dance and greeting HM during it, to the first meet-

ing with the Rt Hon PM of Eswatini, it sure was a busy September for the High Commis-

sioner. She also met with Agriculture Minister, Jabulani Mabuza to discuss release of 

India’s grant for the Lubuyane irrigation project. Then paid a visit to John Bosco 

Church to meet with the 3 Indian Sisters serving there for nearly two decades. News 

article on ITEC training for Royal Eswatini Police puts spotlight on the new High Com-

mission.    



New month! New adventures!  High Commissioner presented her credentials to King 

Mswati III, administered the oath of integrity to HCI officials,  launched the  Lubuya-

ne Irrigation Project at Maphalaleni with the Minister of Agriculture.  That was not all!.  

The  first ITEC & International Students Day was celebrated in Eswatini.  It saw partici-

pation from nearly a hundred ITEC alumni with  Min. of Foreign Affairs, Thuli Dladla as 

the Chief Guest.  October also saw Mahatma Gandhi ‘s remembrance ceremony 

and Deepawali celebrations both organized by the Indian Community in the coun-

try led by Mrs Mona Ashraff.  What an October it was! 





3 months had flown by and much had already been done. HCI Officials started 

grasping a few SiSwati words, got accustomed to the way Emaswati do things and 

started exploring the beautiful kingdom of Eswatini. The High Commissioner went on 

to being the Chief Guest at Good Shepherd’s graduation ceremony in Siteki. Then 

550th Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev Ji was celebrated with the Indian community 

in the country. Worth mentioning as well is Natural Resources Minister, Senator Peter 

Bhembe leading a team to India for a week and 5 Emaswati receiving full ITEC train-

ing scholarships in the same month. Then the Mission began it’s process of acquiring 

services of local officials to assist in the Mission’s day-to-day running. Thousands of 

applications were received. Interviews were to follow. 





‘And the beat goes on…’ A cliché suiting the ever busy month of De-

cember globally. The High Commissioner met with President of Sen-

ate, Senator Lindiwe Dlamini, then the Speaker of Parliament, Petros 

Mavimbela to discuss Indian Line of Credit for the new Parliament 

Building in the Kingdom. She also took a short tour of the Parliament 

complex .  Then came  her attendance at the first Annual Incwala 

Ceremony. What an unforgettable experience that was! If Umhlanga 

had given her a taste of the culture of Emaswati,  Incwala showed her 

that Emaswati are united not just in being peaceful people but people 

that love and respect their culture and King. Well, to seal it off before 

the Mission went on its festive break, the High Commissioner met with 

National Disaster Manangement Agency’s CEO, Russell Dlamini. Worth 

noting as well is that all the prominent people who met the High Com-

missioner went  back smiling after receiving wonderful token gifts from 

India.  The Who’s Who of the Kingdom were also greeted for the New 

Year with a custom made card and Indian handicraft items. 



 



 

New Year, new beginnings. The Mission had found its footing by appointing five local 

staff members to join the High Commission Team. January looked to be another busy 

month that would precede the busy six months of 2019. The year 2020 started off with 

the Local Indian community celebrating Vishwa Hindi Diwas & Pravasi Bharatiya Di-

was (International Hindi Day and International Day for Non Resident Indians)  at the 

High Commission’s office in the Royal Villas.   January meant India would also cele-

brate its 70th Republic Day Anniversary. An open house - flag hoisting ceremony was  

held at the Residence of the High commissioner at Thembelihle where nearly 200 of 

the Indian diaspora joined to make it a  grand success.  That was followed by the 

evening Reception at the Royal Swazi Spa Hotel where several Ministers and 

Emaswati dignitaries along with the local Diplomatic Corps and  large diaspora took 

part.   Both TV stations and print media of Eswatini covered the celebrations and 

gave it wide publicity.  High Commissioner was given an opportunity to join the 

monthly meeting of the PS’ to make a presentation on ITEC training offered by India 

and she also attended the formal opening of the Eswatini Parliament held on 31st 

January, 2020. 



Internationally dubbed the ‘Month of Love’, what better way to start off the month 

than a lovely familiarization visit by  the Foreign Affairs Minister, Thuli Dladla and sev-

eral MPs to the High Commission. The 1st set of passports were issued by the Mission 

to the Indian nationals living in Eswatini.   Subsequently, for the first time, 7 Emaswati 

went to Surajkund International Crafts Bazaar in Haryana, India coupled with 15 that 

received full ITEC scholarships. Soon after, HRH Prince Hlangusempi visited Lucknow 

for the first Indian Africa Defence Ministers’ Conclave where he also attended 

DEFEXPO2020. The High Commissioner  made a presentation on the Indian Constitu-

tion at the Waterford School, Mbabane.   Her attendance at the  first Annual Marula 

Festival at Buhleni followed,  where Emaswati gather to enjoy this beautiful drink with 

their King. The month was made perfect for  the Mission by getting the  Indian manu-

factured Mahindra XUV 500 as the Flag Car for the High Commissioner.   The  Mission 

soon hosted its 1st ever Indian Cultural Event at Bethel Court with the help of the lo-

cal Indian community. The Month of Love was concluded with sharing love with chil-

dren in the Kingdom by donating 200 solar lamps to 4 primary and secondary 

schools at Sithobela in the Lubombo region. Thus the Gandhi Global Solar Journey 

reached Eswatini too.  





Marching on! The Mission moved to its permanent office in Mbabane at The UN Build-

ing. Soon after, the High Commissioner hosted a get together with the Emaswati par-

ticipants at the Surajkund Mela. She then was the Guest of Honor  at the  Graduation 

of  National Handicrafts Training Center . The Commonweath Day Reception Hosted 

by the British HC, Reception hosted by the EU Ambassador and Tourism Promotion 

Event at Mantenga Cultural Village were the other social engagements for  the High 

Commissioner.   The low key Holi celebrations with the Diaspora  followed coupled 

with  HOMs video conference with PM Modi.  She called on HM King Mswati III  to 

brief him on bilateral developments and met with  Princes’ Hlangusempi and Sicalo 

for a  Defense Co-Operation meeting.  Covid-19 infection cases started being rec-

orded in the country and official lockdown was enforced by the Government.  And 

the Mission had to work from home. 





Due to the ongoing Covid-19 the Mission continued to work from 

home. And the local Indian diaspora came together to share mes-

sage on Covid-9 using placards. The Indian diaspora children decid-

ed to also take part by sharing videos on Covid-19 prevention. Plac-

ards and videos were duly shared on Mission’s social media pages. 

Working from home,  Mission conveyed Eswatini’s request for essential 

medicines from India to complement their effort to Combat Covid 19 

which Government of India accepted. 
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With the lockdown partially lifted, the Mission returned to 

office and ensured that Covid-19 regulations were ad-

hered to and encouraged usage of online facilities for any 

consular related works. Top on the list was to enlighten 

Emaswati on the importance of Yoga and how practicing 

it on a daily basis can greatly improve one’s health and 

help combat Covid-19.  Lockdown had ‘locked’ some 

ICCR students in India who were encouraged  to let every-

one know of their safety by sharing videos with the Mission 

which were  uploaded on our social media pages. Clos-

ing up the month, the High Commissioner administered 

the anti-Terrorism Pledge to the High Commission officials.  



June was in tune. The Mission’s efforts to enlighten 

Emaswati on Yoga included advertising on the local ra-

dio station, digital screens in City Malls as well as in-

formative banners around the country’s two major cities. 

IOM, UNDP and HCI Mbabane came together to  prac-

tice Yoga at home and office while adhering to Covid-

19 regulations. Sihlangu Semnikati striker, Justice 

Figuerido, Foreign Affairs Hon. Minister, Thuli Dladla, and 

Commissioner of Correctional Services Admin Depart-

ment, Ms Phindile  Dlamini, Royal Eswatini Police and 

Unifoods staff all shared videos on the importance of Yo-

ga and yoga practice.   An initiative highly appreciated 

by the Mission. These messages  were uploaded  on the 

Mission’s Facebook page. A Yoga quiz was concurrently 

run on Facebook, which resulted in 5 winners walking 

away with prizes presented by the High Commission. 





The Mission celebrated the International day of Yoga 2020 at the Embassy Residence 

with limited participation due to Covid-19 regulations. The event was covered by 

both TV Channels of Eswatini. Eswatini Observer and Times of Eswatini went on to pub-

lish the yoga event and the High Commissioner’s article ‘Celebrating International 

Day of Yoga’ .   A few days later, Eswatini TV’s breakfast show hosted the High Com-

missioner to discuss the importance of yoga and how Emaswati can benefit from reg-

ularly practicing it. The Mission further on gifted Ministers, PS’, Commissioner General 

of Correctional Services, Police Commissioner and others with pen drives containing 

significant information and videos on Yoga. HCI Mbabane collaborated with HCI Ma-

puto and Foreign Ministry to repatriate stranded Indians in Eswatini through a charter 

flight taking back Indians from the Republic of Mozambique. Closing up June, the 

Mission donated India’s humanitarian assistance of  essential medicines to the value 

of E3m to the Kingdom. The medicines were received by the  Hon. PM Mandvulo 

Dlamini himself in the company of  Minister of Health, Lizzie Nkosi as well as other 

Ministers of the Government, at Central Medical Stores in Matsapha. Both Print and 

visual media gave wide coverage to the event.   



365 days of HCIMbabane fast approaching! The Mission started off July by running 

an online quiz on Indian Constitution. This was in commemoration of the 70th Anniver-

sary of the constitution. Efforts made by the Mission on disseminating information on 

Yoga proved to be fruitful as the Indian diaspora as well as local nationals continued 

to practice Yoga and shared videos with the Mission. The Mission congratulated 

Eswatini for her election by the United Nations general assembly to serve as Vice 

President of the 75th session of the General Assembly. Then further joined the King-

dom in celebrating the late King Sobhuza II’s Birthday. PS in the Ministry of  Justice , 

Lorraine Hlophe and Maphalaleni MP Mabulala Maseko, called on the High Com-

missioner with the latter further sharing a congratulatory video on India’s Independ-

ence. Lobamba MP  also shared same video to the Mission. July would further see 

the Mission commencing preparations for  the Independence Day of India celebra-

tions in August. 









It has surely been a good year for the Mission. Too many memorable moments in-

cluding Umhlanga, Incwala, Marula Festivals. Who can forget the many successful 

events we have hosted in such a short space of time; taking into consideration that 

this has only been the Mission’s first year in the Kingdom. The relationships built 

throughout the year are just amazing. From Their Majesties, Government Officials, 

Diplomats, Dignitaries and the entire foreign and Emaswati citizens, this country has 

beautiful people from one corner to the end.  

We surely look forward to keep soaring in the coming year as we start the second 

year journey in the kingdom.  
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